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In a glitz y gala dinner to honour the forces of creativity in the country,   Malaysia 
Good Design Mark 2011 was held in Shah Alam late March this year.  The zenith 
moment of the memorable night was when YB Dato’ Seri  Panglima Dr. Maximus 
Johnity Ongkili ,  Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) called on 
s t a g e  t h e  f o r m e r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  M a l a y s i a ,  t h e  h o n o u r a b l e  YA B h g  Tu n  D r .  
Mahathir Mohamad and awarded him the prestigious Anugerah Pereka Negara of 
the year.

This award was bestowed upon Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad in appreciation of his 
contribution to the development of Malaysia in the field of innovative designs. The 
rapid development of the country,  which include the construction of the Penang 
Bridge, KLCC, Putrajaya and KLIA, is proof of the commitment of Tun in building 
landmarks that firmly entrenched Malaysia’s position to be on par with advanced 
nations on an international level.  In fact,  this award also honours the former prime 
minister ’s initiative in forming the Malaysia Design Council  in the year 1993 with 
the aim of increasing the competitive spirit  of locally produced goods, through 
innovative designs for the global market.

In his acceptance speech, Tun Dr M expressed his awe on the achievements of local 
companies in accepting his challenge in making Malaysia a nation that 
emphasised on designs that are widely accepted and has thus far,  trudged firmly 
along that path ti l l  today. He went on to encourage local companies to develop 
products with its own unique design and identity as an added value to the product 
when competing on a global level.

The awards night was also attended by his wife,  Yang Amat Berbahagia Tun Dr Siti  
Hasmah Mohd. Ali .

Yang Amat Berbahagia Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad 
and his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd. Ali. 



The month of March was indeed a memorable one for Malaysian Design Council  (MRM) as it  awards the creative 

17 local companies for their success in creating products that are creative, innovative and have attractive and 
appealing designs. 

In entire year of 2011, MRM received around 80 products from various categories for evaluation and from this,  30 
-

tions. The evaluation process is a stringent one where a panel of professional juries, from var ying backgrounds 
and professions, scrutinise and evaluate the applications based on some key criteria such as esthetic value and 
popular representation, has practical use and function, ergonomic elements, in addition to safety features.

 ‘Malaysia Good Design Mark’ is  a design accreditation by the government of Malaysia, through the Malaysia 
Design Council.  It  is  bestowed upon products with superior high quality and innovative design, and produced by 
local companies. This accreditatoin is a testament of the initiative of the industrial sector in carr ying out continu -

-
sia a contributor to the advancement of the global economy and technology.

accreditation to update and ensure the quality of the programme is on par with other such programmes organised 
abroad, since indirectly products with the MGDM logo will  surely represent Malaysia as a nation with superior 
products.

This gala event was witnessed by none other than the notable YABhg Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his wife, 
YABhg Tun Dr Siti  Hasmah Mohd. Ali.
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MRM Bulletin is published by Majl is  Rekabentuk Malaysia (MRM) to highlight design events and 
new in Malaysia and abroad. The bulletin covers new product design, design activit ies and 
design-related websites that would be of interest to you. Given the rapid changes in ar t and 
technology development,  the Bulletin also provides updates on product design technology and 
innovation in the industr y.  We welcome your par ticipation by sending us detai ls of any design -
related events,  seminars,  exhibit ions or product launches.  We would also l ike to hear your 
comments and suggestions to make this Bulletin more interactive and interesting.

YB Datuk Seri Panglima Dr. Maximus  Johnity Ongkili  
Minister of Science, Technology and 
Innovation (MOSTI)



With the same zest they approach ever y aspect of creativity, the Koreans are back again through the third installation of 
the Malaysia-Korea Design Sharing Programme. Initiated by the Malaysia Design Council  (MRM) and the Korea Institute of 
Design Promotion (KIDP) in 2010, the design sharing programme was mooted with the idea of uplifting the standard of 
Malaysian made and designed products. It  went on to focus on promoting awareness on the impor tance of branding and 

domestic and international markets.

standing of the types of study available to them to create, build and leverage from strong brands and their relation to 
packaging by Korean design exper ts.  How can we argue as we see cases of design excellences from formidable Korean 
brands like Samsung.

Par ticipants, hailing from a myriad of local industries, manufacturers,  design ser vice providers and design consultants, 

Besides providing the attendees with insights and potential to market products designed and manufactured by them to 
Korea and the global market, the workshop and seminar session organised by MRM also provided par ticipants with an 
ideal platform for them to share with the council  on the challenges and problems they face in their respective businesses 
in terms of product, packaging and branding. For design consultants, they were welcome to share their concerns and 
challenges in satisfying their customers’ needs and to also have them believe in the power of design. 

New Media, UX Design & UI Design, Branding, Product 
and Package Design, the workshop provided practical or 
working knowledge in Product Design, Design Ser vice, 
Branding, Packaging Design and Multimedia.

Jointly welcomed by Dato’ Prof.  Dr.  Ahmad Haji  Zainud-
din, MRM Chairman and Choi Wondo, Executive Managing 
Director of KIDP, the seminar and workshop also saw 
successful brand CEOs and exper ts from both sides 
sharing their exper tise with the par ticipants.

Moderated by Assoc. Prof.  Dr Ruslan Abdul Rahim, from 
the Faculty of Ar ts & Design, UiTM Shah Alam, the 
programme also featured two keynote speakers from 
Malaysia – Ian Howard Iskandar Abdullah (MRM Techn cal 
Advisor) and also KIDP Executive MD Choi Wondo.

A total of 220 attendees grabbed this design enrichment 
and enhancement session with MRM to better their 
design inception, creation and packaging of their 
products and brands.

K-Culture Goes Viral
Like their K-pop brethren, Korean designers are also sharing their passion with Malaysia
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Mr. Choi Wondo,  
Executive Managing Director of KIDP

Dato’  Prof. Dr. Ahmad Haji Zainuddin, 
Chairman MRM



The east coast cities of Malaysia had plenty of cheer in July when the Malaysia 
Design Council (MRM) brought the T-Reka Seminar and Exhibition to their land. 
Introducing sterling design to various industrial sectors, as well as local 
entrepreneurs, the event themed “Spurring the Design and Manufacturing 
Industry of the Nation” also welcomed school children into its realm.

Not only did it serve as a design sampler, the exhibition was also meant to incite 
awareness on the role of design and technology in the advancement of the 
nation, with the cooperation of both public and private institutions. Such 
exposure is also necessary to encourage students to be more innovative and 
creative. To this end, MRM also proudly exhibited winning products and designs 

Concurrent with the seminar, MRM was also chosen to be a panel member of a 
dialogue session with the players of the Batik, Brass, Furniture and Food Packag-
ing industries. Besides the seminar, this programme also intends to indirectly 
showcase UniSZA or University Sultan Zainal Abidin to the manufacturing sector 

Faculty of Innovative Design and Technology as a design reference point to the 
east coast region.

T-Reka had many activities to drive home its point and that included 
having a seminar, design clinic, talk, game and also a dialogue with 

academia, trade associations, and consultants from the design and 

Interestingly, this dialogue garnered MRM with various insights that it 
believes will lead it to better understand industry challenges, as well as 

dialogue session were reps from UniSZA, MTIB, MRM, YPU, KRAFTANGAN, 
SME Corp, MARA and SIRIM.

Shared by numerous participants, some of the challenges they found 
that plagued the design and manufacturing industry involved various 
factors such as location and the high operational cost it entailed to 
move goods from the state to markets beyond; political situations; the 
need for machineries; lacking of design expertise; shortage of skilled 
labour; competition with machine made products as opposed to 
handmade ones; rising material costs; shortage of raw goods; unsatis-
factory promotional activities; and much more.

These grouses were shared by the players of the Batik, Brass, Furniture and Food 

present at the dialogue.

One such case was shared by Encik Borhan from Syarikat Cengal Craft Sdn Bhd, who 
manufactures ar tistically hand- crafted furniture for the market. He divulges that the 
challenges he faces include shor tage of labour due to an aging skilled workforce and 
the lack of staying power of newer trained employees, as well as price competition 
from machine manufactured furniture, which are way cheaper than hand- crafted 
ones.

In helping to provide solutions to Encik Borhan, the government reps assured him 
that for such skilled craftsmen, whose numbers are dwindling, there ought to be 

heritage and be given incentives and aids. This indirectly will  encourage others to see 
the learning of this skill  as lucrative.

Another agenc y, YPU, whose role is to cer tify handmade crafts with high ar tistic 
value, was called on to either recommend a placement for Cengal Crafts’ products in 

Besides Encik Borhan, another case study includes that of Puan Ismawati,  who 
manufactures handicrafts from songket, batek and mengkuang or pine. Her predica-
ment lies in needing a machine to manufacture boxes and bonding them in place. 
Right now, she is manually applying fast- dr ying shoe glue to keep the boxes intact.  

large quantities.

For this,  the panel advised her to visit  a glue factor y called ‘glue’ Tech Bond in Shah 
Alam, which will  be able to assist her in identifying the appropriate bonding agent for 
her product.

Design Joy in the East
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T-Reka 2012 heads down to Terengganu for exposure and more



it  saves the environment in the process, it  is  way better.  This is what 
Tetra Pak (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd and Malaysia Design Council  (MRM) 
had in mind when they jointly organised the “Out of the Car ton: 
Eco-Design Competition 2012.”

Encouraging students to star t upc ycling early on, instead of 

upc ycle used beverage car tons into functional products.

Students from as young as seven or primar y schools to those in the 
Malaysian higher education institutions, were all  welcome to be 
par t of this competition that runs from 5 July to 7 September this 
year.

Pn Futom Shikh Jaafar,  Senior GM of MRM was ver y pleased to be 
working closely with Tetra Pak Malaysia for this competition and 
extended MRM’s hear tiest congratulations for the successful launch 
of the competition, as she attests that “innovation and creativity are 
a fundamental component in design and when well thought out will  

general and the environment.”
She adds the competition is in l ine with MRM’s objective in escalat-

for ward to discovering new talents.

In unison with her thoughts are Terr ynz Tan, Tetra Pak Malaysia 
Communications and Environment Director who also shares that 
environmental sustainability has always been at the hear t of its 
business. “We are committed to educate and empower Malaysian 
consumers to do their par t for the environment through activities 
based on the lifec ycle of a car ton. With this competition, we hope to 
raise awareness on upc ycling as a creative and fun way of extending 
the life of a car ton before rec ycling, hence reducing disposal to 

How does it  work?

While the competition in itself sounds exciting and manages to create the desired buzz, it  challenges the 
par ticipants to think “out of the car ton” and conceptualise upc ycling design ideas that will  extend the life 
of a car ton beyond its primar y use in making food safe and available ever y where. Design submissions 
must conform to the set themes as per competition categor y and should be fashioned primarily out of a 
used beverage car ton.

RM3,000 prize to recognise the most potential design.

Prototypes from 20 of the best design ideas received per categor y will  be showcased at the “Out of the 
Car ton 2012” exhibition at Publika, Solaris Dutamas and featured on Tetra Pak’s online assets,  including 
the Tetra Pak Malaysia website and Facebook page for public vote.

All  car tons used in this competition will  also be rec ycled in the event the par ticipants do not wish to keep 
their entries.

It’s more than just recycling cartons. 
let’s upcycle too.
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out of the carton 
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dix on the road again

Exploration for Pahang, Sabah, Johor & Negeri Sembilan 
In conjunction with the launch of the year of Science and the National Innovation Movement (SGI) by the Prime 

make the year a memorable one.

Organised by the Ministr y of Science, Technology and Innovation or MOSTI in shor t,  the ministr y held Science 
and Innovation Carnivals in various zones in Malaysia to celebrate the spirit  of science and innovation.

As the national agenc y entrusted to promote design-based activities all  over the countr y, the Malaysia Design 
Council  or MRM joined hands to make the carnival a smashing success, through its own Design Innovation 
Exploration (DIX) exhibitions.

idea formation process through the use of digital sketching technology and interactive pen display, which is 
rampantly used in the design arena. Besides that, the multi-touch screen display with various design informa-
tion, interactive games and other activities suppor ted by MRM was also put out for public consumption. 

The carnival and DIX made their way from one zone to another since April  this 
year and visited Pahang, Sabah, Johor and Negeri Sembilan.

The exciting expo in Pahang was held at the Sultan Ahmad Shah Convention 
Centre in Kuantan for two- days and saw the event coinciding with the 
National Intellectual Proper ty Day, which was organised by Malaysian 
Intellectual Organisation or MyIPO. MRM lent its suppor t to the event by 
bringing to the venue the excitement of the DIX exhibitions.

Diraja Haji  Adnan bin Haji  Yaakob and was thronged by the public,  as well as 
the private sector.

From Pahang, the next stop was beyond the peninsula shores. The Sabah 
Kadazan Dusun Cultural Association (KDCA) in Penampang was the following 
pit stop. Held in mid May, this roadshow was presided over by the Tuan Yang 
di-Per tua Negeri Sabah, Tun Datuk Seri  Panglima Haji  Juhar Mahiruddin and 
managed to draw close to 8,000 over visitors from neighbouring districts.

The next leg of the DIX and Science and Innovation Carnival saw themselves 
land back in Johor Bharu at the Persada Johor International Convention 
Centre in Jun. The event added delight to the Science, Technology & ICT Week 
in the state and was made successful by MRM’s par ticipation as well.  The 
honorar y guest this time around was YAB Dato’ Haji  Abdul Ghani bin Othman.

The seven day carnival successfully attracted thousands of guests from its 
surrounding areas.

MRMBULLETIN 10

SONY
5.0 MEGAPIXEL

design plorationinnovation

Negeri Sembilan - held at kompleks Belia & Sukan Paroi 

Dato Seri’ Utama Haji Mohamad bin Haji Hassan

From state to state we go

The recently announced Zarith Sofiah Cup for 
the Raja Zarith Sofiah Award is a much coveted 
honour for students of the Department of Design 
and Virtual Communications in Politeknik 
Ibrahim Sultan (PIS).

A s  a  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ,  
Malaysia Design Council (MRM) sought a royal 
audience with the DYMM Raja Zarith Sofiah 
Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah in June this year to 
conduct further discourse of the said award.

The entourage to the Istana Besar Pasir Pelangi 
in Johor Bharu was headed by none other than 
MRM’s Senior General Manager Pn Futom Shikh 
Jaafar, who was accompanied by others from 
PIS and MRM to seek the royal advice of the 
princess on matters pertaining to the Award, as 
well as the execution of the programme.

The audience with her royal highness was 
indeed fruitful and gave MRM an indication of 
how the entire programme would pan out. PIS 
and MRM have given great thought to the 
conceptualization of the Award and programme 
and many will stand to benefit from it.

A ROYAL AUDIENCE
M R M  s e e k s  ro y a l  a d v i c e  fo r  R a j a  Z a r i t h  S o fi a h  Aw a rd
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